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Headteacher’s Message 
 
 

De a r Pa re n t s,  
 

It h a s b e e n a ve r y b u s y we e k, w i t h f o u r t o u r s f o r p r o s p e c t i ve p a re n t s, a 
m o n i t o r i n g v i s i t f r o m o u r Sc h o o l Im p r o ve m e n t Of f i c e r a n d a b r i l l i a n t a s s e m b l y 
b y 3H, w h o r o c k e d t h e i r a u d i e n c e! Th e a s s e m b l y m a d e a gre a t s t a r t t o t h e d a y 
a n d i t w a s l o ve l y t o s e e s o m a n y h a p p y c h i l d re n c e l e b r a t i n g t h e i r l e a r n i n g.   

 
We d n e s d a y w a s t h e f i r s t v i s i t t o St Pa u l’s b y o u r n e w Sc h o o l Im p r o ve m e n t 
Of f i c e r f r o m Wo k i n gh a m Bo r o u gh Co u n c i l a n d h e w a s ve r y i m p re s s e d b y a l l h e 
s a w, p a r t i c u l a r l y: 
• Th e b e h a v i o u r o f t h e c h i l d re n; 
• Ho w c a l m a n d p u r p o s e f u l e ve r y c l a s s r o o m w a s; 
▪ Th e v i b r a n t e n v i r o n m e n t & d i s p l a ys; 
▪ Ho w e n ga ge d t h e c h i l d re n a re i n l e s s o n s; 
▪ Th e c o n s i s t e n c y i n t h e qu a l i t y o f t e a c h i n g; 
▪ Ho w f o c u s e d we a re a s a s c h o o l o n l e a r n i n g; 
▪ Th e h i gh qu a l i t y s u p p o r t b e i n g p r o v i d e d b y o u r Le a r n i n g Me n t o r s. 

 
Of s t e d, SIAMs a n d n o w v a l i d a t i o n f r o m t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t y f o r t h e h a r d w o r k o f o u r w o n d e r f u l 
s c h o o l. It i s a p r i v i l e ge t o b e a m e m b e r o f t h i s e x c e p t i o n a l s c h o o l f a m i l y a n d I c o u l d n’t b e 
p r o u d e r o f t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e p u p i l s, s t a f f a n d go ve r n o r s!  On t h e t o p i c o f go ve r n o r s, I a m 

d e l i gh t e d t o b e a b l e t o a n n o u n c e t h a t we n o w h a ve a n e w Ch a i r o f o u r 
Bo a r d, St e p h e n Ho w a r d. St e p h e n h a s b e e n a go ve r n o r f o r s o m e t i m e, 
c h a i r i n g t h e Fi n a n c e a n d Pe r s o n n e l Co m m i t t e e, b u t we a re d e l i gh t e d t h a t 

h e h a s a gre e d t o b e t h e Ch a i r o f o u r Bo a r d a n d a re l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o c o n t i n u i n g t o w o r k 
a l o n gs i d e h i m i n t h i s n e w r o l e.  
 
De s p i t e t h e c h i l l y we a t h e r ye s t e r d a y, t h e s c h o o l l o o k e d ve r y s u n n y w i t h 
s o m a n y p u p i l s a n d s t a f f we a r i n g ye l l o w t o m a r k Wo r l d Me n t a l He a l t h 
d a y – t h a n k yo u f o r yo u r s u p p o r t i n h e l p i n g u s r a i s e a w a re n e s s. 
 

Ou r Ye a r 6 p u p i l s a n d s t a f f w i l l b e p a c k i n g t h i s we e k e n d, re a d y f o r t h e 
PGL re s i d e n t i a l. Th e re i s h u ge e x c i t e m e n t a t t h e p r o s p e c t o f t a k i n g p a r t 
i n a c t i v i t i e s l i k e r a f t a n d b u ggy b u i l d i n g a n d h i t t i n g t h e h e i gh t s o f t h e 

gi a n t s w i n g, c l i m b i n g w a l l a n d t r a p e z e. I w i l l u p d a t e t h e we b s i t e s e ve r a l t i m e s a d a y s o yo u 
c a n f o l l o w t h e i r a d ve n t u re s w h i l s t t h e y a re a w a y. 
 
Ha ve a gre a t we e k e n d, e ve r yo n e! - Mr s Ta yl o r  
 
 

      St Paul’s Newsletter – Autumn 11.10.24 
‘One body, every person, growing together.’ 

 

Safguarding Team: Julieanne Taylor – Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead  
Linda Tritton – Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

 

https://www.stpauls.wokingham.sch.uk/web/tuesday_15th/698331
https://www.stpauls.wokingham.sch.uk/web/tuesday_15th/698331


Earrings  
 
Our responsibility as a school should be to enable as many children as possible to participate in physical activity and school 
sport and we would like to clarify school policy on the wearing of earrings.  Earrings present a hazard to both the wearer and 
other children taking part in sports activities.  
 
Regardless of the practice in other schools, our policy is based on the guidance for schools from the Association of Physical 
Education (afPE) and is to prevent injury to the wearer or others:  

• Children are not permitted to wear jewellery, including pierced earrings, during PE lessons.  
• We ask that earrings are left at home on PE days; 
• Teachers are not allowed to take out or replace children’s earrings for a pupil; 
• Children are responsible for their own earrings if they remove them whilst at school; 
• Taping of earrings is not allowed as The Association for Physical Education (afPE) advice is that the taping of earrings 

‘creates a perception of safety and is not recommended’. There have been several incidences within the local authority 
where children’s ears have been injured from earrings being ripped out of ear lobes from under the tape. 

 
If a child has their ears pierced and are unable to remove their earrings, they will not be permitted to take part in the practical 
aspect of PE lessons for six weeks. During this period, they will be able to take on the role of umpire, referee or coach, where 
appropriate. 

 
The fundamental reason not to wear earrings (or any jewellery) is that it can lead to injury for the wearer and for others in the 
class. Wearing earrings can result in tearing of the ear lobe and the post of the earring puncturing the neck. 
 
If asked for advice about ear piercing, we always advise wait until the start of the summer holidays, to give piercings the 
opportunity to heal in time for the new academic year.  
 

 

School Photographs 
 
Please contact the school office on office@stpauls.wokingham.sch.uk if you have lost your child’s code to buy the portrait 
photograph.  The deadline for parents to order photographs for school delivery is Sunday 3rd November which is the 
last day of half term.   
 
 
Aurora Borealis over Wokingham! 

 
Many of our school family were very excited to see the spectacular display of the Northern 
Lights over Wokingham last night!  
 
Noah (6T) and Saskia (3B) were lucky to capture some beautiful photographs.   
   
 

 
Flu Immunisation  
 
The School Nursing Team are visiting our school on Tuesday 22nd October to administer the flu immunisation.  If you have not 
already done so, please complete follow the link in the letter sent via ParentMail on 23rd September to provide consent.  It is 
equally important to complete the form if you do not consent to the vaccine being given.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@stpauls.wokingham.sch.uk


Wokingham Children’s Book Festival  
 

Cat Nap and Bird Bath with Steve Antony – Wokingham Library – Sunday 20th 
October 10am 
Join bestselling author and illustrator Steve Antony for a fun and interactive reading 
of his latest picture books, Cat Nap and Bird Bath. Steve will also show the children 
how to draw their very own little animals. 
This will be a relaxed session. 
 

 
The Dragonsitter and The Time Travel Twins with Josh Lacey – Wokingham Town Hall – Sunday 20 
October – 10am 
 
Josh will talk about his bestselling Dragonsitter series, which are ten very funny books about a boy who has to 
look after his uncle’s pet dragon. He will also introduce his new series, The Time Travel Twins. 
 
For ages 5 to 11.  
 

 
Campfire Stories: Unlocking your Imagination with Eloise De Sousa - Wokingham Library Sun 20th 
October - 1:30pm 
Eloise will be discussing the creation of fiction and how to develop your thoughts into stories. She will also 
discuss her book a Tale of Knots. 
For ages 6+. 
 
 

Writing the Nested Narrative Story with Eva Wong Nava - Wokingham Library – Sunday 20th October 
11:30am 
 
This talk will focus on writing a story within a story, and why this literary device is useful for structuring your 
children’s story. 
For ages 8+ 
 
 

Christopher Nibble with Charlotte Middleton – Wokingham Town Hall – Sunday 20th October 
1.30pm 
Christopher Nibble loves munching dandelion leaves, and he’s not alone. All the guinea pigs in 
Dandeville eat dandelion leaves for breakfast, lunch and dinner. But no-one seems to do anything when 
the dandelions begin to dwindle. One day, Christopher Nibble discovers the very last dandelion in 
Dandeville and promises to look after it. 
Charlotte will introduce children to the world of Christopher Nibble with interactive readings from her 
books followed by a Q and A session. 

 
A Journey through the world of Serendib with Nizrana Farook -  Wokingham Library - Sunday 20th 
October – 1:30pm 
 
Join Nizrana Farook, best-selling author of The Girl Who Stole an Elephant and The Boy Who Saved a Bear, as 
she takes you on a journey through the world of her books. From an elephant and a whale to a leopard and 
bear, prepare to be inspired by the natural world and all the stories in it. 
 
For ages 7 to 11. 

 
Tairai & the Safari Five – The Tirivhu Games with SP K-Mushambi - Wokingham Library - Sunday 20th 
October – 3pm 
 
An Interactive book reading of SP K-Mushambi’s upcoming book Tairai’s Choice – The Tirivhu Games. 
Will Tairai’s team finally come together and have a chance of winning the golden Tirivhu Cup? 
 
For ages 4 to 8. 
 
For booking information, please visit the Wokingham Town Children’s Book Festival Website. 
 
 
 
 

https://wokingham-tc.gov.uk/bookfest/#events


Forest School News 
 
We welcomed 6S into the woodland on Monday afternoon. They worked 
collaboratively to produce some exceptional pieces of ground art. 
               
Our afternoon groups have been busy this week: planting cauliflower and 
broccoli into our allotment and learning how to light the fire using the flint and 
steels. On Thursday afternoon, to recognise World Mental Health Day, the 
children gathered yellow leaves from the woodland floor and created some 
wreaths which they chose to hang on our gateway to the woodland to remind 
us all check in on our mental health and those around us. 

 
         
A special mention to some of our Y6 pupils who took on some 
maintenance work in the woodland this week. They had noticed some 
trees that had been blown down in a storm earlier in the year and worked 
tirelessly and collaboratively to safely cut down the trees and get them 
into sizable pieces to use on our fire.  
   
We have noticed the weather getting cooler this week, so please remember to send your child 
to their Forest School session with long trousers and a warm, waterproof coat. It won’t be long 
before we’ll all need to have our hats and gloves with us! 
 
 
 
 

 

Thursday Games  
 
Games lessons take place each week in all but the most extreme weather.  With poorer weather upon us, please ensure your 
child brings their school uniform to school on Thursdays in case they need to change into dry clothes after their session.  Pupils 
should come to school dressed in PE kit (navy/black shorts or tracksuit, plan white t-shirt)  
 
New Parent Tours  
 
If you know any prospective new parents who may be interested in a tour of our fabulous school, we are now taking 
bookings.   
 
Tour dates are: 
9am Thursday 28th November 
2pm Friday 29th November 

Due to high demand, we have added a further date of 9am Wednesday 20th November 

Prospective parents can book a place on a tour via TicketSource using this link: Click here to book on our tour 

If you or anyone you know has a child due to start school in September 2025 please do book onto one of Walter Infant 
School’s tours:  www.ticketsource.co.uk/walter-infant-school  
 
Just Play Sports – October Half Term Holiday Club  
 
 
We are only a few weeks away from October Half Term. Just Play Sports will be running a full week of activities at our school. 
This is a great camp with opportunities for children to enjoy sport and play games in a fun and safe environment. It's also a 
great chance for parents to get a little break if they need it!! 
 
The link below will take parents direct to the booking system. 
 
https://justplaysports.coordinate.cloud/project/61214 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-pauls-school-wokingham/e-dmzxdp
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/walter-infant-school
https://justplaysports.coordinate.cloud/project/61214


Junior Adventure Group Half-Term Holiday Club  
 
As a host venue for JAG’s inaugural Holiday HQ: Destination Imagination half-
term holiday club, we’re excited to offer a special opportunity for our families! 
JAG has generously allocated us 50 exclusive discount codes, providing 15% off 
your half-term holiday club booking. 
 
 

To claim your discount, simply enter HOST15 at checkout.* 
 
Click here to secure your spot: 
https://www.junioradventuresgroup.co.uk/make-a-booking/ 
(*Please note, the discount code does not apply to wraparound bookings.) 
 
JAG’s October half-term holiday club is packed with exciting daily themes, including Superhero Day and Adventure Party Day! 
On Speed Racer Day, children will even participate in a “Make and Take” event, where they can build and take home their very 
own wooden race car! 
 
With thrilling activities, fun games, and special events, there’s something for every child to enjoy! 
 
Absence Reporting  
 
We no longer to subscribe to the Absence Reporting section of ParentMail.   
 
Absences must be reported in writing by emailing absence@stpauls.wokingham.sch.uk  
 
If your child is not able to attend school due to illness, you must email by 8.15am on each day of the absence, ensuring you 
give your child’s name, class and symptoms.  Stating that your child is ‘unwell’ is not sufficient information for our records.   
 
Any request for term time leave must be in writing on our Leave of Absence Request Form, which can be found on our website 
under parents > absence reporting   
 
 

 

Next Week at School 
Tuesday 15th – Friday 18th October  Year 6 Residential Trip to Liddington  
Friday 18th October 9.00am 3B Class Assembly 9.00am 
  
Diary Dates   
Tuesday 22nd October  Flu Immunisation  
Friday 25th October 9.00am 6D Class Assembly  
Friday 25th October 3.30pm finish  Break up for Half Term 
Sunday 3rd November  Deadline for Ordering School Photographs 
Monday 4th November  Children Return to School  
Wednesday 6th November 3.40pm – 7.00pm  Parent Consultations 
Thursday 7th November 8.40am – 11.40am Parent Consultations  
Friday 15th November 9.00am 5B Class Assembly  
Friday 22nd November 9.00am 6T Class Assembly  
Friday 29th November 9.00am 5M Class Assembly  
Thursday 5th December 9.00am 4R Class Assembly  
Monday 9th December 2.00pm Christmas Performance at St Paul’s Church  
Tuesday 10th December 2.00pm and 5.00pm  Christmas Performance at St Paul’s Church  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.junioradventuresgroup.co.uk/make-a-booking/
mailto:absence@stpauls.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 


