
Welcome to St Paul’s

Year 6 SATs Information Meeting

Monday 18 March 2024



Purposes of the Meeting:

• Share the timetable for the KS2 SATs tests

• Explain how they are marked

• Share the expectations for each subject

• Look at examples

• See what we are doing in school

• Consider how you can help

• Answer any questions



Why we do SATs:

• It is a statutory requirement for Year 6 pupils.

• SATs help teachers – and you – learn more about your child's strengths and 

weaknesses.

• Teachers can compare how well each child is doing with their peers, both in 

their school and across the country. 

• They can also measure how much each child improves from one Key Stage to 

another and are used to predict the likelihood of children achieving specific 
results in their GCSEs (however, for this Year 6 cohort there will be no progress 

measure due to not sitting SATs at the end of Key Stage 1 because of the 

pandemic).

• Some secondary schools use them to organise teaching groups.



The Timetable
Date Activity

Monday 13th May

English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

Paper 1: Questions (45 minutes)

English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

Paper 2: Spelling (20 minutes)

Tuesday 14th May English : Reading (60 minutes)

Wednesday 15th May 
Mathematics Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)

Mathematics Paper 2: Mathematical 

Reasoning (40 minutes)

Thursday 16th May Mathematics Paper 3: Mathematical 

Reasoning (40 minutes)

In addition, writing teacher assessments are reported towards the end of June. Schools 

may be selected for moderation by the local authority during the summer term. 



How they are marked:

• The tests are marked externally.

• Children receive a raw score.

• It is then ‘scaled’ between 80 and 120.

• A score of 100 marks the national average.

• If children score 100 or more, they will have reached the 

’expected’ standard. A higher score is classed as working at 

‘Greater Depth’ and a lower score as ‘Working towards’.

• Your child will receive this information with their end of year 

reports.



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

•Part 1 - Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar.

•This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer 

questions, including some multiple choice. 

•Part 2 - Spelling test containing 20 words, lasting 

approximately 20 minutes.



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

•Marks for these two tests – the grammar test is out of 50 and the spelling 

out of 20 - are added together to give a total for Spelling, Punctuation 

and Grammar.

• To meet the expected standard in 2023, children needed to score at 

least 36/70; to achieve greater depth, they needed to score at least 

55/70.

• To meet the expected standard in 2022, children needed to score at 

least 35/70; to achieve greater depth, they needed to score at least 

55/70.



Punctuation, Vocabulary  and Grammar

Punctuation, vocabulary and grammar content domains.





Spelling: 



Reading 
• The Reading Test consists of a single test paper incorporating three reading texts.

• Children are given 60 minutes to read the texts and answer questions relating to them.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a child’s 

reading.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response; others require short answers 

and some require an extended response or explanation.



Sample Questions:



Reading 

•To meet the expected standard in 2023, children needed to 

score at least 24/50 and they needed 38/50 to achieve 

greater depth.

•To meet the expected standard in 2022, children needed to 

score at least 29/50 and they needed 41/50 to achieve 

greater depth.



Mathematics

•Children will sit three tests.

• Paper 1: Arithmetic - lasts for 30 minutes, covering calculation methods for 

all operations, including the use of fractions, percentages and decimals.

•Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not all children will be expected 

to access some of the more difficult questions later in the paper.

• Papers 2 and 3: Problem Solving and Reasoning - each lasting for 40 

minutes.

• Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer questions in 

context and decide what is required to find a solution.



Mathematics
Content domains:

• Number and place value

• Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

(calculations)

• Fractions, decimals and percentages

• Ratio and proportion

• Algebra

• Measurement

• Geometry – properties of shape

• Geometry – position and direction

• Statistics



Paper 1: Arithmetic



Papers 2 and 3 –
Reasoning



Mathematics
•There are a total of 110 marks available, made up of 40 marks 

for the Arithmetic and 35 for each of the reasoning papers.

•To meet the expected standard in 2023, children needed to 

score at least 56/110; to achieve greater depth, they needed 

to score at least 94/110.

•To meet the expected standard in 2022, children needed to 

score at least 58/110; to achieve greater depth, they needed 

to score at least 96/110.



Writing: Assessed by the 
class teacher



How we will help your child before 
SATs week.

•Using careful planning, based on formal and in class 

assessment, to address areas of need

•Continued focus on grammar within English lessons

• In reading, 20 minute tests and focused reviewing alongside 

normal guided reading

•Daily arithmetic revision in maths lessons 

• Familiarisation with SATs-style questions

• ‘What went wrong?’ discussions in all subject areas

• Teaching of exam technique

•Practice tests to help familiarise children with the testing 

experience, including recognition of timings 



How we will help your child during 
SATs week.

• SATs breakfast

• Tests taken together in the hall

• Meditation and regulation activities as 

part of PSHRE program



How can you help your child?

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that all they need do 

is to try their best. Praise and encouragement should abound.

• Support your child with the homework tasks.

•Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables, mental calculations, 

number bonds) are always good to practise.

•Continue to read with your child and discuss the texts.

•Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every 

morning!

•Revision resources are available in shops/internet.



Any questions?


